RARA ACTION 


Last night we made a fire attack at the 
‘Thermo Shell Centrum' in Hilversum, 
using two jerry cans of petrol and incendi- 
ary devices. 

The radical solidarity campaign with the 
struggle in South Africa didn't come to a 
standstill. In Holland this campaign has 
been continuous and also in other Western 
European countries (FRG, Denmark) the 
number of actions is increasing. 

In spite of that we can state that as far as 
Holland is concerned this campaign is fal- 
tering and may reach a crisis. At the mo- 
ment almost all the attention of the radical 
movement is aimed at the Shell blockade 
organized by SuZA. A course of action 
that has its own background but is threat- 
ening to backfire. 

We support the call for action against Shell 
in general. But we think this blockade ac- 
tion has drastically conformed to the social 
democratic politics (of the committees) 
and thus turned out to be a strongly defen- 
Sive position. 

With this attack and communique we want 
to contribute to the discussion on strategy 
and perspective of radical revolutionary 
anti-apartheid struggle as a part of the 
struggle on all aspects of life. 

First we want to clearly state that we are 
not opposed to the idea of a blockade, we 
also think that actions can be spectacular. 
A blockade can be effective in that it is ac- 
cessible for all people to take part in. Our 
criticism is not against this choice of ac- 
tion, a blockade is no better or worse than 
a firebomb. Setting different kinds of ac- 
tions against each other is a false contra- 
diction. What we are concerned about is 
the aim of building up and increasing our 
strength now and also in the long term. 
SuZA says their aim is "to change the po- 
litical climate a little bit." In our view the 
struggle means more than developing a 
tactical concept that lasts just three days. 
The idea of just damaging the image of 
Shell is not enough to be effective. We 
think that everybody should know already 
what apartheid is. It is also known that the 
Dutch state has a strategic interest in 
maintaining the apartheid system or at 
most adjusting it a little bit. And that the 
same state creates the political and eco- 
nomic conditions for multinationals like 
Shell to be able to operate. 

Shell's collaboration with the apartheid 
regime has been known for a long time, so 
not much damage can be done to its image 
anymore. A large action against Shell 
know, should be the expression of the 


combined experiences of the long militant 
anti-apartheid struggle. 

It should build on a history whereby the 
development of the political contents are 
central and the aim is to get, more and 
more, a better view on the perspective. 

Of course the chosen object of the block- 
ade is not without history. In the last few 
years Shell has been the target of many 
militant actions and campaigns with the 
aim of putting the stamp on Shell as one of 
the accomplices of the apartheid regime 
and to damage them as much as possible. 
Alongside these actions there have been 
discussions about what the resistance can 
mean for us and to develop more cohesion 
and continuity. SuZA doesn't build on this 
necessary development. 

An illustration of this took place during the 
first conference about the action when the 
SuZA explicitly refused to take over the 
demand "Free Rene". 

The discussion about his was neutralized 
with the remark that they also didn't de- 
mand "Free Mandela". Thus completely 
ignoring the fact that Rene had been con- 
victed of taking part in/or organizing ac- 
tions which are supported by large parts of 
the radical movement. He has been ac- 
cused of membership in groups which 
have, in their publications/communiques, 
explicitly associated themselves as being 
part of that movement. 

On the other hand, the SuZA itself, at the 
same conference, didn't criticize the social 
democratic groups and organizations 
which also took part in the blockade. 
Without any form of discussion they 
forced their non-violence on all other peo- 
ple, by threatening a possible social demo- 
cratic withdrawal. 

A choice for non-violence on this level, 
isn't a choice which does justice to the ne- 
cessity of anti-parliamentary politics on all 
levels, 

It is served to us without discussion. 

To state that a confrontation with the po- 
lice should at all times be avoided, because 
“riots would hurt us more than they would 
Shell” (according to SuZA), denies the po- 
litical character of the police. 

The choice of Van Thijn (the Social 
Democratic mayor of Amsterdam) to make 
use of the police, if the blockade works out 
effectively, is not only a question of public 
order. It's an attempt to force the blockade 
initiative within social-democratic mar- 
gins, i.e., to make it ineffective. Because 
radical, revolutionary politics and so-called 
public order are incompatible. 

One of the aims of SuZA is conscience 


` raising and discussion. 


A picture is given of Shell being the total 
enemy, the big monster. 


a 


For us it is not clear how this could lead to 
more consciousness. 

The most important aspect for a useful dis- 
cussion about the anti-apartheid struggle is 
missing. Neither Shell nor any other multi- 
national is exclusively responsible for the 
maintenance of apartheid and repression. 
Apartheid and repression still exist thanks 
to the support of the Western States, and 
even more than that: 

“Apartheid isn't some kind of civilization 
that differs from the Western kind, indeed 
its the rough, unpolished side of it. 
Apartheid isn't a strain on Western civi- 
lization, it's the very core of it. Apartheid 
is the lens through which one can see all of 
it, a micro cosmos, a revelation of what the 
Western civilization really is." (According 
to Cedric Mavson, prisoner of the 
apartheid regime). 

Thus anti-apartheid struggle should be 
pointed against the politics of the Dutch 
State. 

It seems to be a conscious choice of SuZA 
that they do not want to involve the role of 
the Western European states within the 
substantial process of discussion. A choice 
to draw the line on attacking the politics of 
the Dutch state. The latter would mean the 
collapse of a broadening alliance with so- 
cial democratic organizations and com- 
mittees. 

The expansion which the SuZA committee 
has been looking for doesn't widen anti- 
parliamentary politics. Its a conscious 
move to the political right, heading to- 
wards social democracy, at the cost of the 
radical parts of the movement. 

Both the AABN (the official anti-apartheid 
movement) and the SuZA, each in its own 
way, present the blockade as the right an- 
swer, respectively, to the people who cut 
the petrol hoses and/or the "arsonists". We 
strongly doubt the political pertinence of 
this action; so many concessions without 
any view of what is left over in the end. 
The politics of coalitions of the SuZA 
committee has been looking for doesn't 
develop itself on a basis of its own 
strength, but from the idea that "we need 
the social democrats more than they need 
us." In this way expansion is rendered 
useless. 

Within the anti-Shell campaign the block- 
ade has too much the character of an end 
station. Perhaps not on purpose, but it's the 
consequence of the choices that have been 
made. Choosing this object we consciously 
did not want to place ourselves outside the 
running campaign. But we do not want to 
leave it with that. 

It can never be so, to call on groups: "to 
connect in one way or another, the block- 
ade, as an action against racism there, with 


racism here." This "indirect aim" 
(according to SuZA) denies the essence of 
anti-apartheid struggle. Anti-apartheid 
struggle is to act from the consciousness 
that the powers that maintain apartheid are 
the same powers that determine our reality. 
A reality which exists of growing contra- 
dictions: deterioration, isolation, deporta- 
tions of "unwanted refugees", sexism and 
racism and the actual writing off of groups 
of people. It's necessary that the harshness 
of these contradictions be put back into the 
political process here, within our struggle, 
sometimes spectacular, but above all with 
a long breath, in order to build up struc- 
tures which, on the basis of substantial 
solidarity, survive the success (or failure) 
of an action. 

A political mobilization which puts aside, 
as an "indirect aim", is a "still born." 

We are conscious of the fact that the prac- 
tical development of that force will ask 
more and more from us in the next few 
years. both in building up a strong political 
infrastructure and organizational structure, 
and for instance, in the field of prison 
struggle. Not to be isolated, estranged from 
each other, but to fight for collectivity and 
to become more and more human within 
that struggle, that is what connects both in- 
side and outside of prison walls. 

And at the same time that is what the state 
wants to destroy at all costs. 

As revolutionary politics gains strength, 
the state will increase repression, in keep- 
ing with the necessity of European unifi- 
cation and harmonization. 

In the same way the operation of April 11, 
1988 was a shot in the dark, with the in- 
tention to scare off and to intimidate. 

There are important years ahead: either we 
take ourselves seriously and develop our- 
selves--within the complete social spectre- 
-to be a meaningful factor. To become a 
force which can, with right and reason, be 
called a counter-force; or we become a 
marginal "political phenomenon". 

We will have to formulate an answer to the 
advancing development of estrangement, 
international exploitation and repression. 
That answer has to be fought for step by 
step. Together with all whom it concerns 
and who want it, in discussion and practice 
with regards to the anti-patriarchal, anti- 
racist and anti-imperialist struggle. Within 
that process we will have to profile our 
own identity as a revolutionary movement. 
Increasing our own strength is an absolute 
condition for cooperation and the forming 
of tactical or strategic alliances, be it tem- 
porary or not. 

Groups like RARA are sometimes accused 
of having politics without any perspective 
because such militant cores are thought to 


be inaccessible and therefore isolated. For 
sure the organization in illegal groups has 
its restrictions, and it can't be the sole per- 
spective, because that form of struggle 
alone can never become more massive. 
However, what it's about is the cohesion 
between different--fighting--groups, on all 
levels. 

Thereby a militant can and must contribute 
to the development of the revolutionary 
political process here. 

By setting limits, giving anger a voice, 
showing that resistance is possible. 

When that is the basis, when the militant 
practice feeds the common discussion and 
the other way around, then there cannot be 
isolation. 

Then we can come further. 

We will do the utmost to achieve this. 


Support the revolution in Southern 
Africa, form the front in Western Eu- 
rope 


Solidarity with the struggle of the 
hungerstrikers in West Germany 


Solidarity with all fighting prisoners 


Refugee policy is European Apartheid, 
stop the deportations 
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RARS COMMUNIQUE 


DURING THE NIGHT OF MARCH 18-19, RARA MADE ITSELF HEARD 


AGAIN, THE FROVINOTAL 


BARRE 


TN SRNHEM AND OLDENZ AGL. 


Wh: 


THE TARGET OF ARSON ATTACKS. THE CAUSE ACCORDING TO RARA IN 
AN EXTENSIVE COMMUNTGQUE. WHICH WAS NOT FULL OF THE USUAL JARGON 
AND RHETORIC, I5 THE INVOLVEMENT GF THE FEQVINZIAL ELICE IN THE 


SLI E ISM TS 


ON OF FOREIGNERS IN THE INTERIOR OF THE COUNTRY, 
ACCORDING TO RARA “ALTHOUGH THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT WE 


HAVE CARRIED OUT ACTIONS AGAINST THE DUTCH MANAGEMENT OF REFUGEES 


WE WANT TO STRESS THAT THIS IN NO WAY IS TO BE INTERPRETED AS A 


BREA WITH OUR PREVIOUS POLITICAL 


‘TICE OF THE FAST FEW YEARS" 
FURTHER, THE COMMUNICUE STATES THAT "IN SOUTH AFRICA RACISM 15 
INSTITUTIONALIZED IN APARTHEID, HERE IN HOLLAND, RACISM IS 
ENTRENCHED IN AND LEGITIMIZED BY THE LAWS WHICH FORM THE BASIS DE 
THE NEW GOVERNMENTAL REFUGEE POLICIES.” 


RARA Mab 


REPERERICE, AMONG OTHER THINGS, TO THE SCHENGEN 


ENT AND THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN, 


E at TOR THE LASTE “OF COURSE it SOLIDE 
BEAUTIFUL «GLOBALLY IT SEEMS HOWEVER THAT THE FRINCIPLES AND 


RESOLUTIONS CONFESSED 


IU BY PEN GND MOUTH SERVE ONLY AS A MEANS oF 


PROPAGANDA IM THE COLD WOR, REFUGEES | 


THE EAST HAVE BEEN 
WELCOMED WITH OREN ARMS FOR MANY YEARS BECAUSE THEY FORM A LIVING 


TESTIMONY AGAINST COMMUNISE, IN CONTRAST, 


PROM THE SOUTH 
ARE USUALLY IDENTIFIED AS PROFITEERS AND CRIMINALS. THe RESULT IS 


ka FB: ii tn 


THAT WHAT TS OVERLOOKED, OF PARTIALLY IGNORED, bo THE FACT THAT 


THE ORIGIN GF 


$ REFUGEE MOVEMENT I5 LARGELY $ DIRECT 


ARL 


WENGE OF THE FOWER POLITICS OF THE WEST. THE FLOW OF 


iS OFTEN DELIBERATELY CREATED A RESULT OF 


LAFITALISTIC ACTIONS, BY GROUPS SUCH 48 THE IMF, WORLD BANE AND 
OTHERS.” 

ABLUJT THEIR FINAL ME ECT IVES RARA WRITES ' iN THE FINAL 
KANAL sis THIS IS ABOUT A WORLD WITHOUT DEPRESSION., SEXI M, 
EXPLOITATION, FOLSONING, AND RACISM. THIS 15 NOT SOME FATHETIC 
CREDO, RATHER TT IS AT THE CORE OF THE TYPE OF SOCIALISM WHICH WE 
HOLD DEAR. THE QUESTION HOWEVER IS HOW THE PROGRESS ALONG THIS 


FATH WILL. APPEGR TO FEOPLE. CONTRADICTIONS MILL CONTINUE TO 


LMC sis FEWER AND FENER PEOPLE WILL HAVE MORE AND MORE OF THE 


te f 


OPPORTUNITIES » YOU WOULD THINE THAT THIS WOULD LEAD TO TENSTON 
AND EVEN TO QOPFEOSITTON, BUT IT IS OUR OBSERVATION THAT THIS 


CONTROL OVER SPIRI 


S Hab RECØME & NEW PENITENTIARY." 
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RRA Attacke Man-Hunters 


While the CDA ¿christian democratic eld trans, was announcing 
plans to charter airplanes te deport agylum-seekers from The 
Nether lands with the aid of chemical nerve-calming sprays if 
necessary, e group Revolutionary Anti-Racist Action (RARA? made 
ite presence felt once again. The following is their communique: 


Camm i qui 


On the night of June 30/Julv i, after numerous timely 
warnings, we detonated explosive devices on the third floor of 
the Ministry of Secial Affairs and Employment. The target of this 
action was the office of the DIA (Labor Relations Inspect ian 
Service -trang.?) which is located en this floor. The DIA pla A 
key role in the hunt fer illegal immigrants. On average twice a 
day, this ee along FARR local law enforcement agencies, 
organizes de of bustnesses are suspecting af employing 
illegal iied ante. In the cu Years, this service ig to be 
doubled. This means mare raids, mare victims, more fear. With cur 
action, we sought ta draw the line and to let the man—hunters 
mel for themselves what it's like te be hunted. To let them knew 
what it's like to be a target, to be stigmatized. Init yy Wis 
l a shorter press statement. In this cammunique, we'd like 
the time to go inta matters more deeply. 


man 


Saber ing, But Humane” 


The illegals-debate has suddenly arisen once more. an 
optimist might say that this is because of the fierce reactions 
ta the humiliating attempt by Rottenberg and Kosta to draw in the 
Bal kenstein right-wing last spring. The reactions were indeed 
fierce, almost encouraging one might say, Public comments from 
the PvdA (secial democratic party —-trans.} leadership, namely 
their apologies that everything slipped out so unfortunately, 
Gives the appearance that they have retreated back to their 


= 


cerne@re But sadly, things don't work that way, L at anc 
hard and fast, and they are designed by a select club of 
bureaucrats and the ministers that frequent European sekoa 
Policy, one that backs cut of the rules of the managed deme 
Torch-light processions, rallies, and demonstrations agair 
raciem give same hope that people won't just sit back and Acc ep 
what's going an. But the politicians have charted their own 
cu ; and although they notice that number of demonstrat 
is PRN they realize that these kal won? Do over estern 
: Le which dictate appropriate condug im The Netherlands 
iise politicians can keep doing what they are doing and remain 
atively undisturbed. The hate-campaign against lllegais has 
been going on for some time, and now it has been given form in 
policy. ñ policy that dictates that illegals may be subjected to 
the most draconian and inhumane authority measures, Smbering, but 
humanes KE allowed commissions like evalking Commission 
ta design a policy af Starvation. The purpose is to make life far 


illegals ime Bible here. Illegals are a problem, that’s the 


Message, in differing but nonetheless harsh tones, which 
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sss 
politicians from the right to so-called ‘left’ are sending cut. f 
wave oof accusations and insults are hurled at a group of people 

y to attack. And mat only at them. Everything that 
being foreign if suspected of bei 
It's easy te rektfisa people oan + 
will be stolen. Mayor Peper sai 


ng here for mo gaoud 

= fear that their 
that police had 
igecoveraed 1100 Turks all registered at the same addre 
'kuslqads full of people come here, collect their welfare, ane 
then go back to Turkey." Perhaps he didn’t want to be cutdone by 
his celleaques in Amsterdam, whe said they needed to expand the 
police force due ta the 15000 illegal immigrants from Ghana that 
were dealing drugs in the city. It doesn’t matter that there are 
ma Taqta whateeeaver te back up these claims. The media at pacs 
these claims, and the message does its work. News is news, A 
amali nate on page 17 in the newspaper a few weeks later, mobing 
the errore of the previous story, has little effect. The sie has 
already been estapiisheg. Anyone who thought that illegal WL ei 
be left algne for a while has been deceived. If speak ness, This ig 
the calm before the storm. Nawijn and Koste recently added 
another shavel-full to the mountain of filth they have already 
apewed forth about illegals. This time it was the story that 
illegals must be deported before ‘genuine’ refugees can be 
alloved in ta be housed. Yet another proclamation from those that 
have the power ta make and administer policy. The course has been 
charted, and the hunt cantinues. Anyone trying ta get a glimpse 
behind the scenes of the fatherland's political stage i left te 
ponder a question, like a wasp on a jar af heney: Where are all 
these idiotic statements coming from, that are so degrading and 
insulting to so many people? 
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From 'Gusst-Worker' To 'Economic Refugee’ 


Illegality is actually a political definition, nething more, 
nothing less, In the 60s and 79s, businesses used to recruit 
wer kere wha were wandering muk oof the countries by the 
Mediterranean Sea. Tens of thousands of these "spontaneous 
immigrants’, as they were then called, were allowed ta find work. 
Amd a ad thing, toon, because the work they got was often hard 
and dirty labor, and there was a shortage of man-pover. Between 
the mines of Limburg, the oil tankers in kotterdam's harbor, and 
toilets all over, thers was one thing in common: cheap labar did 
the work, provided these people were 'quest—-workers’. This seemed 
like a strange way te cas cee as they were desev ibed in 
the flexible political jargon, so something had tu be done about 
the actual situation. This Š 
people were only brought here for 
era sg mf Feu K ker? was mecegaars toa allow for the 
L growth that times. Those industries that had rapidly 
developed =e hampered by a shortage of labor, thus a portion af 
the nation’s productive capacity was not being utilized. This 
process had nothing ta do with ‘tolerance? ar 'hespitality’. So 
i Sven less of a Surprise that this situation didn’t 1 t 

l- 


land. Ever ince the 70s, a time of economico decline and 
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quite simple: these 
of economi gain. The 


is recruitment fy che = 
was Given the following credos "Holland is mot an 
land." With the af a political-judicial pen, 
mis' immigration became ‘illegal’ immigration, and the 
tata created ite 'illeqals problem’. This didn’t matter that 
much ta the migrants themselves. Their arrival wasn't dictats by 
the changing judicial categories of this country, but rathe ly 
the increasing gap between the rich Nerth and the poor South. 
Illegals are, above all else, human beings. In search of a 
future, a little bit of happiness. People who have left house and 
hame behind, in Turkey, Morocco, Ghana, people who have decided 
ta =: from hopelessness in the hope of building a better 
existence here in the wealthy West. They don't succeed, SEY 
aren't wanted, and ney are stigmatized as 'sercoanomic ee 
Their motives far 1 q to the wealthy West are not accepted. 
Hopelessness is nat a motive, not a reason ta flee. What matters 
is their economic usefulness, mot their economic and social 
emergency. But for illegals, there is no way back, they prefer 
the pġ dj af an illegal life ta the security of a hopeless 
ane, Are people profit greatlie fram this. The racist 
dauble-gtandard in the labor market and in the society, which was 
created in the 60s, still exists today. In short, this is becaus 
Tgquest-—-work’ (reat: poorly paid, bering, and difficult work) is 
t a temporary but rather a structural condition. It's a myth tix 
think that economic grawth mal labor more Sesarta let alone 
te think that everyone shares in the well-being. The 
*guest-workers’ are living proof of this, in spite of the fact 
that they are literally hidde away in invisible, cage-like, 
fire-hagard hostels and special x 5 E Mast migrants are 
already forced ta the bottom of i and fur illegals thi is 
doubly true. And they are Shee end exploited. Thanks ta their 
illegal labor, certain sectors af the Dutch economy continue to 
function. llieqal workers are cheap, because they are ill 
Everyone knows damn well that deporting these illegals would 
force hundreds of businesses in the food, catering, green-house, 
and cleaning industries to go bankrupt. Oppression, exploitation, 
and humiliation form the basis of the silent compact between the 
state, politicians, and industry regarding illegality. And these 
peoples, the numbers vary, but it's certainly not more that a 
sold-out stadium far am A.jaxnFeyenooard BOZUET game, arg 
guppogedly the embodiment of the threatened destruction of cur 
Camu yz a 


stopped. 


ġia unemployment, th 
mis POLISY 
t 


immig a AU 


, a 


"Ta Keep The Problems Here In Control..." 


The problem af illegals is only a problem in the ¢...2 and 
im the realms of policy where ings are threatening ta A = 
af hand. And at a moment when things need ta be speedily 
for the coming European unity. At that point, some exp 
needs ta be sought for the non-stop horror film that 
played cut at the parliament -tra 
planation of the xenophobia that 
controlling politi 
alitical 


and seal al restructuring 


of Europe is not going as well as they would like, The euphoria 
of the Europe of the Citizen ig starting te wane, mow that the 
Centaur ss oof oes Europe of Capital are beginning ta pe. At 
first, a United mes Qa seemed like an amazing, av apple 
tree which jase needed to be lightly shaken ta uae ercugh 
capitalist fruit fen everyone. Now there is mare and more 

and dissatisfaction with the political and social changes x 
place. A struggle in primarily ideological terms 3 forming and 
reaching out inte increasingly broad sectors af the population, 
These are all signs of a crisis of legitimacy wherein politici 
and the economic vstem are at fault. Racism is ibilized ta 
create a mew ef ier COMSenisus, aver the backs of the 


we 
others’, the ‘illegals’, the ‘foreigners’. Taking a crowbar in 
ime sto put it literally: 


= 


fear 


hand aa = the social contradictions. E 
"ew ar muve them te keep the problems here in controal...". Fac 
finds fertile ground in a land where, for as long as people can 
remember, the Western man as been the measure of all things; a 
country whose own colonial history has never been gue 


stigma, 
A Slice Of Bread And Satisfaction 


Because the problems which the politicians are dealing with 
massive, they have broadened their horizons. Not only 
but also other sectors of the population can new 

the great importance which the politicians see in 
Cerne. 


What is immediately obvious is the connection which is being 
made between the sa-called illegals problem and another Puge 
social problem: unemployment. The problem isn’t that there ig a 
shortage of jobs, like the politicians want us ta believe, or 
that their labor policies have been wrong for years. Unemployment 
seems to be a national disaster which the unemployed themselves 
have created. And mare and more Fraudulent reports are fed ta the 
media, that x% of the population ; cheabing the system, J04 are 
cheating, 75% are cheating...Now we just have te wait for a 
report that says that in this or that neighborhood, 122% of all 
welfare recipients cheat the system and like it that Way. Ang 
politicis like Roebin Linschoten came to the original conclusion 
that welfare payments need to be reduced ta people in those 
neighborhoods and that the unemployed need guardians placed cover 
them. First it was the WAO ta form of welfare — transa) 
recipients that had to be taken ta task. During the industrial 
restructuring one decade ago, entire sectors of the working class 
qat ehuck in the WAQ reservoir. Ten years later, they are 
presented as profiteers and fakers so as ta ap the expansion of 
the social services budget. This new work-ethic that is preached, 
often in connection with 'illegals', and linked to complaints of 
huw cur degraded and derailed society, in which welfare fraud 
ameme to be a national iii means to approve plans 
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ecanomie restructuring which is taking place at the moment, and 
whose goal is bo secure profits and conditions te bring about mew 
expansion, is coupled with a firm grip on production and labor 
@latiangs and intensified competition. Massive lay-offs and big 
problems ato major carporations like Hoogovens, er, DAF, 
Phillips, and ELM are the result. Unemployment rises ăć sharply 
every month. The model of social security, formulated in a period 
of unlimited prosperity and growth, and which was Supposed to 
ser a safety met ta catch those that nonetheless fell out of 
tC, mow Seems oub of place. Austerity measur cutting 
nefit payment, ana making tne model less attainable for people 

putting increasing pressure ar the unemployed, the 
introductican af the notion of *bampoarary wark”, forced 
thoamling, and other such things are She order of the day. 
has nothing ta da with i that aime at 
full-emplayment, something which is imps under capitalist 
relations. This alan makes the call for ‘more jobs’ pointle 
What kind of Jabes? More polluting production? More useless 
product and services? Instead of fundamental discussions about a 
human interpretation of the motions of labor and ee eee à 
discu ion of the social value of labor, a disec af FE 
fundamentals of an ecanamic and social model, the “oat a Yema 
lost in the haystack of the interests oaf the ruling powers. 
climate is created in which work, at any price, ie G 
sptable, and thus the model af social security becon minimal 
and even less accessible, The mew worke-ethic gives free-reign ta 
draconian measures under this madel. The welfare state has been 
making the underclasses artificially satisfied for decades maw. 
That time is mow gone. In the welfare state of the future, you 
can change bo renk your own cell, or a waterproof cardboard box, 
Cy you end up in a re-education camp, chewing on a piece of bread 
with satisfaction, guarded by soldiers trying ta imitate Elge 
Brinkman. There?s nothing the politicians won’t say ta create a 
climate in which they can push through their measures, 

The most direct and cynical manner of exploitation is that 
of shame. As if it wasn't bad encugh ta introduse pees as art 
unemployed peraan at someones birthday party, mow you are made 
ta feel like tatal anit & part af the legion af pegaple 

sponsible for all of Wwe Exclusion, compulsion, 
and the limiting of rights, these will ‘all become narmal means of 
making this "God forsaken country”, to use Lubbers?’ (Dutch prime 
irti ay ~trans.) words, healthy again. The society is shaken up 
vy hand, and a new jacket is fitted te its underside. 
divisions are created. Minimum-wage earners, migrants, 
imactive people, the are the different sectors 
that are forever excluded fram any sort af fubure, a 
future where mo one has to stand on the sidelines, just as long 
as you work, "There is no bigger modern illusion, «ar 
than the use of that one word "werk’?, samething which 
Ë Secale painful, and gsozigliis inferior far 
gtatue-enhancing, and economically rewarding far 
iJa Ea Galbraith) This exactiy emor ibes ithe logic of 
A system that generates world-wide wealth, precisely 
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also produces poverty and sorrow, and that to an 


ming degree, 


anbianary Neurosis 


Belin great leap forward to a United Europe; which we are 
sal is being lead by spirited language and Py ae 
mations. All the big mouths in the Binnenhof are trying ta 
2 ong another in the category of messing up and making 
bic statements, In the search for an id magical glue ta 
legitimize their policy approach, and ne one i far this 
except for the political and economic elite ieee r, Within the 
eloped relationship between, on the one hand, the realization 
of European goals, and, on the other hand, the Corestrs stiess. mf 
concrete changes, lies the explanation of a number i 
mechanisms which set the political climate these 
attention away from the underlying political and economic goals 
of phis policy, the political elite tries to always 
aktentian on the internal necessity uf taking 
is ruining cur society," said an angry Wim 
gocial democrats  - trans. J; who usually only 
meane questions his beakkeeping abilities. This is ssid ta 
itimize budget cuts with the goal af bringing the Dutch state 
line with surrounding states. You see the same thing in the 
struggle against the moral decay which Holland mg te be 
suffering from, something which is called social renewal by the 
makers. This social renewal is the quasi-positive term 
i ig really just a cover to create an ideological climate 
which Will allow far more control, Politicians would like tx 
ssent social renewal as the struggle against dog droppings in 
g playground around the corner, but under this aí mob, miw 
crime packages are enacted which increase the power of the state 
at the expense of the accused. Every escape and every act of 
petty theft is used to justify prison camps, bodily punishmen 
mare Caps, and iraon-fisted politics. And you see the exact same 
mechanism in the paranoia around asylum-seekers and migrants 
They are defined in terme of being an internal enemy, the fifth 
lumm, the death of Dutch culture. And all this ta justify the 
cigions being taken at the European level ta close all doors ta 
migrants. The gelden rule of advertising has taken a 
politics as well: Repeat something often enough, and you ca 
even the most nasty of products down someone's throat. Ke 
pelicy is the Igla TV-dinner of Dutch politics. 
The reactionaries are in control in the Europe of the 30s. 
In the gap ġa 0 distress and ideology, an attempt is being 
made to push back all of the gains made by the left since the 
3. Through ra apami guus words of the growing extreme—right 
organizations, through the major parties’ minority-debate couched 
in neutral terms, in the renewal of n 5 and valu and in the 
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The World Of Peter Stuyv 


A Village-mentality is dominant in The Netherlands. 
iscussions about the causes and consequences of substantive 
@veloapments hardly ever take place, let alone about the 
international relations which are involved. A kina of 
universalist lie is created, which functions as the basis of the 
defence of the West's privileged position. The economic war being 
waged against the countries of the southern hemisphere knows no 
changes from the transition from the Old ta the New World Order. 
If anything, these changes have made it easier for Westerr 
countries and corporations to manoeuvre. Capital is moving across 
the world at an even faster pace, with anonymous institutions 
like the World Bank and IMF having ever more influence. It hides 
ali discu from all controls, fram all choirc 


ries and peoples are temporarily taken up into the 


humanity’, used, and then tossed away like a pair 
aks, The international div of laber has ruined the Third 
rid. The capitalization of agriculture driven millions of 
fram the countryside the slums af the big cities. 
EN cultivation of nature and the forced introduction of 
mo-gultures has led to an ecological disaster which is 
ible ta overlook. The hunger in Ethiopia, Somalia, and the 
of the Gahel is a direct result of this. It is cynically 
Stated that the only thing some countries are ca if 
preducing is refugees. And the West hag no need 
product. The Third World's debt now totals 1350 z 
In cantragt ta 33 billion in annual development money, 
saddled with 154 billion in annual interest payments on previous 
debts. There are 80 million people world-wide who are fleeing 
from hunger, sorrow, poverty, hopelessness, pergecubioan, arid 
xalj violence, These are cold, abstract numbers which hide 
the terrible levels of human suffering which exist. As long as 
that suffering stays in its place, everything's DE. As long ae 
stays circulating within the Third World, everything's fine. But 
that suffering comes too close ta Europe, all hell breaks 
mee, F mad of a discussio anses and consequences, about 
the West’ s responsibility for the desolate conditiemz in the 
Sua hi; mincritv-debate on huw to keep 
i doar. And increas 
ir own fault anyway. 
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ly We send 


| er ; x= = pyn gea ae s gom saż 3s — +- wok ose 
andi blue helmets, and what da 


ia about etween the (nea~) 
Ë the and the pm fuges 
rement is crushed between the truth of right-left discu 
When the terms migration, integration, and refuge 
sissa then people seem to suffer from an cuit 
historical amnesia. Ideologies based on yaciam ancl whi 
; still form a fundamental part of Western culture. ñ 
Stee view uf the world permeates the thought of both the 
ght and the left, The end of ideologies, of iy Stary, L: 
leis l S y s ss eer: postewhateverlam, thes 
philosophies, mind-games that are only relevant to a very limited 
part oof the warid. From a situation af over flow, people presume 
that Stuyvesant is a geod example of how people fram other 
¿hou ane 4 few refugees thab ever make it to the 
th suspicion. If they are even admitted, 
: ta be polite and listen tu Bolkenstein. He 
ahs entire liberal corpus, searching for elements of 
st iġe cultur is evident in all aspects of the 
administration’ tà reme e policy, if one can even call it that. Or 
maybe this politicizes the question too much. Interests and 
cantradictians are then put on the table, while everyone cogs 
their best ta make the policies seem kind of funny and boring or 
aver, but certainly not evil. 
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Ne man’s lane 


The political and leadership crisis ë SYS Lan, AR we 
analyze it, does not mean that there are ma any possibilities for 
the militant-left ta intervene. Of course there are lots of 
Little dents and tears that undermine social consensus. But at 
the moment, there ara not enough ans of a growing cultural ang 
political resistance which is in a position ta questi 
egitimacy the tallahs af liberal democracy. The 

2 Oey a s ir ë iven manner in a no man’s land. Just 
mamics af European unity have started, it's more correc 
of a management crisis than a happy ending, now that the 
ht oof the Cold War can be thrown overboard. And everyone mow 
Finally agrees that the society we live in is the best there can 
be. They are ces the wilderness, afraid that they can’t 
their mec histerical task of completing Project 
Ja Or the fact that maybe it won't turn cut te be Te Eur ape 
their dreams, that wawa kaba matter sa much. What matters is tea 
through those measures that are necessary for the nek phage 
ampet ition, na 2 ee pollution, and destruction. Those 
tors of society that are no longer needed in this rigħt-wi 
paradise need ta be kept in check, and, most of all, they must 
nat affect expansion. Those people that already had politics and 
the souiet ieir backs te them are now fed with 


y already turn th 
cheap images of the enemy; everything’s fine, just as long as 
discontent is mot directed at the political caste itself. The 
left is opar arang in this same no man’s land, but it is hardly 
ji ni iż E Many people have the will, 


able to WEE A 
but due the pressure 
have the time nor the 


Im these humanist is 
a radical, 


We want to br ea 1: 


` even a 
considered a political radical, i: 
permanent, and uncampramising resis i 
into that political field of power, with 
ate. This is nat merely an expressi 
Mar ig it an unnecessary luxury in a time when 
go inte action right after a Boeing jet crashed 
high-rise apartment neighborhood in Amsterda 
migrants live ~ trans,2, sa as to deal with these illegals 
and for all. It is also necessary to react to all the li 
this country. Sure, the parliament can adopt an anti-raci 
that stated: "We maintain that respect for all people 
fundamental part of a democratic society, and everyone living in 
The Netherlands may share fully in our seaciety; we shall do all 
we ta cambat discrimination and to be a good example 
COLL g as." And then they go on and continue making their 
parie which contradict these nice words. The same politicians 
that def ine racist policies shen march at the head mf 
demonstrations against the hatred qf foreigners. And dropping 
pie off across the border is called ‘courageous’. It is of 
rategic importance that we place gur finger an the pulse of 
Furie nosi contradictions of the post-Cold War era in the 
° liberal democracies. Breaking inte political conditions 
Win any applause or bouquets of flowe Thies 
at went through The Netherlands in November i391 
were significant, At the risk of journalistic wrath, everyone 
immediately Ë out to distance themselves from BARA! s attack 
trang.). And whe was mot guilty of this? Cammnittees ana 
Organizations gave their Pavlovian reaction and individuals 
hi elves, as though Kesto himself had been attacked. 
people feared was being excommunicated from the sies 
political sphere fram which b could =exë 
influence. And there was als fear that there 
way in which people could give a antive veaction. 
Even on the left, everyone wag sure what they didn’t wants ne 
mare bombs, nat an people, not in that Way, and especially mot at 
this time. Only later, when the asylum policies were sharpen 
even more and structural viclence increased, did the positions 
change somewhat. It also became more clear the trust 
had had its time. How can political influence be e@xercis 
the boundaries and rules of the national policy game are dictated 
at the “miss level? It's no surprise that the cabinet is an a 
collision course: the course has been set and it will be put 
at any cast. Lubbers’ call ta the employers’ i 
the line and to allow for strikes, so that WAD cuts could 
through, s indicative of hom hard-line Holland h 
become, Street protests are dealt with by letting ric 
their fun. The Sablon remains whether those youths 
that demonstrated in The Hague on May 
time 
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home to them 

f are now tan intimidated . for their rights 
uldmi't be the first time that a movement has been wrecked 
rugance of power, symbolized by rki 
Qur militancy arises from such 


will have had politics 
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an å option, in canjunmetion with othe 
force a necessary broadening of polit l 
up and break through the relations bere which have 
Te fjart space in which 
cultural counter-mevement can further develop 
inte a counter-power. 
Breaking inta relations is not a question of immediate 
Sue ses. It's not a matter af forci si ku resign, after 
the November action, and to atone for his a sheltering 
an illegal immigrant in his cellar. We weuldn’ 4 want ta subject 
ary illegal immigrant ta that. A new wave of radical Sere 
like that af the sariv-80s, is not realistic. You can’t just ali 
aut and create a resistance, nar can you immediately mobilize 
people. Youu can?t Just cry cut that yau warnt a 
gounter -Ą-movement”, moa matter how macn yau want one. Resistance 
š doesn’t came inta being ‘af its accord’ when the syst 
8 its next step in its Ile story of humiliation and 
struction. What we want to dg is ` political 
and the borders af political discussion ana action, ard 
being defined, perfectly clear, in a way that no one can ignore. 
Nowhere are responsibility and guilt sa clear in the debate g 
they ar@ with respect ta to and Boalkenstein. We want te cet 
this element of responsibility back on the political agenda. We 
want to draw the line and to put a price on policies that are 
inhumane and degrading. A policy with a name and 
parliament, one that can be attacked. 
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Their Struggle, Our Struqgle... 


Our politics 
oy Lantation. Ary $ af left-wing 
internat ionalist has little perspective. the fact that 
the conditions under which people around the world live are 
always changing, internationalism if a historical truth. The 
liberation struggles in Latin America, Vietnam, and South Africa 
Wit B am aingpiration te many people, ari they led to a 
LONEIŻGUzriezz about the West's organized exploitation and 
appressian of the countries af the southern hemisphere. But 
still, the left can no longer rely on the perspectives of 
struggle that were relevant in the 7Os and 80s. The liberation 
mavemente and struggles have changed their character. The 
revolutionary storm af the lata-7i and e@arly-8Os under the 
influence of the Sandinista revolution, which swept through Lal 
iii faded away with the election defeat of the Sandinis 
way in which the revolutionary process in Nicaragua was 
sabotage through hunger and war, has led ta idea that 
taper akon has triumphed and long-term guest of huw ta 
de n 5 mew struggles trateqies., Sane are ying, af 
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‘The left has made itself dependent oan attractive 
being waged elsewhere and has mot shown the effects 
lism has back here. iousness of 
Tees the struggle ta here, the struggl generally 
tac relative to the conditions there. The collapse of nomen’ | 
movement, for example, Hale concerned with South Africa, El 
Salvador, and Nicaragua, says a lot. But support is just as 
needed maw ag it ever was. I; remains true today that the best 
form of solidarity to fight for changes here. The European left 
iS now more dependent on itself, in a certain sense, and needs to 
now find its roots in its awn seciety. More attention needs ta be 
paid te our own experiences, history, culture, and tradition. 
Fighting for fundamental changes in Western societies is not amiy 
af importance ta the f-determination af countries im the 
"Third Werld’; at's alsa about living r si Param ariel 
| t-determinatiom here, In other war their = coir 
struggle, international solidarity. 
What this is about is a consciousne 
and effect need + 
Europe was bean 
welfare system is 
ploeitation. Gur 
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ceannmections., Da 


ed in the correct order ance again, 
am Slavery, genacide, and colonialism. Our 
Gha result of centuries of siun amd 
z —zultural' society a product 
en-zalonial Increasing 
a icn; Vvigclence against migrants ; 
smear-campaigns against illegals, and the closing of borders 
1 2 all examples of this. And jus as they are written 
that the few may profit while the many are degraded, great 
groups of other people are becoming victims te the golden calf af 
capitalist pln dl 5: There is much to be won in the struggle far 
fundamental change! 
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Room For Change 


We went to the floor ë ; offices. Thi 
plays a key rele in the hunt far The raid on Bl 


Dutech department store —ti Brd 
stential: they utilized dogs, 
TA DHR ch a distribution center loc 
sit jiġ If a man's makin 
y the werd arkje'a If 
in the finely-tuned 
sal w 98 A stamp an the 
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hall, where a smiling © 


cards could have prevented all of this. But these cops aren't 
above carrying cut smaller actions as well. Day in and day out, 
they ride around in their little vans, carrying cut raids. The 
agency was cre@ated in 1387 an the assumption that unemployment 
gan never be jolene go long = there are still illegal immigrants 
im the country. cently six effarts were rewarded with a 
doubling of their ee and man-power. That means, more raids, 
more victims, mare degradation, more fear. Their location in the 
Ministrv of Social Affairs and Labar Fersavicns illustrates the 
link between the erosin af eeacial security, the hunt 
illegals, and refugee policies., 

We don't want ta lock oan meekly while human live a 
ruined. While racism stealthfully becomes part of normality. [= 
lat the DIA man-hunters have a taste of what it's like ta hunted, 
Now they know what it's like ta be a target, to be stigmatized. 
We are struggling against a policy and a political culture where 
victims fall but where the victimizers are never named. The 
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struggle against asylum and refugee-policies is a struggle for a 
humanitarian saciety. A saciety that offers everyone a future! 
Where ma one has te fear hearing a knock on the door in the 
middle of the night, from an agency that ruins lives with cold 
xalaulation. Ta reach this goal, we need to create a space far 
change, by means of actions, building structures, and exchanging 
and g 


process 


amining ideas, We wanted cur action te ke a part of this 


Until the next time, 
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Tonight, November 12/13, there were mysterious explosions at twa 
locations, ao ;he caus f ese sions is being looked inta 
hy the Ħinistr : irv kosto in particular. An 
investigation sated warnings to the police 
fire departmen kul : the -hemselves (the Ħinistrv af 
Justice in The Hague, and State Secretary Kosto in Grootschermer), 4 
series of explosives were detonated. That these were only intended to 
cause material damage is clear from the times and locations chosen 
With these actions. we want to put an end to the asylum policy which 
Writes off, excludes ani dehubanizes people à policy with a 
Signature but without a race. a policy “nade yo loyal civil servants 
and political functionaries. Visibie and open ta attack 
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ccording to a new policy. the Dutch people are ta be required ta 

prove themselves. But this shouldn't be too much of a hassle, because 
this von t concern white Netherlanders, rather there are to be more 
Vigilant patrols for illegal immigrants. 30 the Dutch can breathe 

easier now. The new policy wan t infringe on their privacy. The new 
es out particular seqment 


policy is just one in a series which singl 
£ the population — t 
eventually captured. 

Some Netherlanders may recall the surprise of the post-war 
historians when they discovered with what ease the Nazi’s were able ta 
track down Dutch Jews. The very same alucratic apparatus and 
bureaucratic mentality in the minds of our politicians which made it 
possible then for the Jewish proletariat and the Jewish intelligentsia 
to be handed over to the fedfeesyeay is in effect again today. of 
course it s not concerned with setting up a thousand-year Ferch, free 
of undesirables. Quite the contrary. the present-day barbarism 
Horthern/Western Europe clothes itself in the modernist garb 
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progress, comfort, and welfare. There are no hysterical shouts of the 
need to "cleanse the TrA . Instead, very reasonable problems are 
put forward for consideratio Isn°t Holland too small to receive all 
of these refugees? Isn't bra White welfare-state under a lot of 
pressure? The man on the street has to be convinced. so the wheat and 

es. The present-day 


the chaff must be sorted out among the refuge 
political establishment is second to none in rigidness and bluntness. 
The only question is. what 3 them so zealous? 

Who or what are they serving anyway? 
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y KEusta and his associates make a recommendation 

st cerning the Schengen Ag ent. The Parlianen 

should give in and accept the definitiv er : si 

With this, every shred of. democratic legitimacy surrounding thi 
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monstrous decree disappears. The criticisms of several sn 
organizations concerning the Agreement s stipulations on refuge 
rights and asylum policies are hereby neutralized 


The cabinet accepts the recommendations of the Ħulder Commission. 
It is becoming clear that the cabinet is following its own line with 
regards to advice on such weighty matters Whenever social 


organizations try ta put their feet in the door. the 
and especially Kok and Kosto, slam it in their faces. 


Under the judicious leadership of the socialists. France decides 
to immediately load illegals onto planes and kick them out. 

The Amsterdam eros p e cotmnissioner, Nordholt, finds the 
climate right enough for him to put in his own words of wisdon. 
Amsterdam should be ry. of 5 such as have re cently shaken 
Brussels and Se something needs 
illegals", he ays. And Wasnt DE 
Amsterdam could explode into a 
reputation of being one eee LU. 
7 a police bullet? 


to be done “With those 


Holland s zealous adherent 
raised fist (symbols of the Dut 
of the social democrats — ed.) 
immigrants. 
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Switzerland celebrat its 500th birthday with. among other 
things. a firs-bomh attac sfugee center. Such attacks are 
common here. It seems there to these people than just a4 
diligent striving after money in the name of neutrality. 


À member of the United German government mentions. not entirely 
by accident, that the German people want the army to be used to stop 
the flood of immigrants into the country. "The people are calling for 
order troops 

We haven't heard such language used by German government circles 
in quite some time... 


The United German government wants to change the clause in its 
constitution which guarantees universal asylum rights ts refugees on 
German sdoil. The fact is, this clause, which was made by the Allies to 
keep alive a memory of the past, is being swept under the carpet. At 
the same time, the European establishment is gearing up for the 
inplementation of the Schengen Agreement 

In Italy. the against 
immidrants. Albanian S0cCcer 
stadium and held as inhumane 
treatment, a battle rassing 
tar suck a “polite given a 
Gratuity. put on a p 

The results of a poll are published: one half of the Dutch 
Population thinks that foreigners should be sent back to their land of 
origin. The qovernment's policy is bearing fruit: just like with 
avertissements if you hear something over and over again TON 
eventually begin to believe it yourself 


àt the end of August and the beginning of September. debates are 
held about asylum policies. The Department of Justice and YC have 
much input. The rights of asylum-seekers should he exchanged for 
quicker deportations: customs officers should decide on the Schengen 
boundary between Schiphol {Amsterdam's airport - ed.) and the coUuUnLTY 
pled. P a this is dubbed "pre-flight control” isvliun- 
seekers are divided between those who have a chance of being granted 
asylum and those who don't. Luckily. not everything the Qaovernbent 
wanted has been put in place. There still are not separate refugee 
centers for those with a chance of being granted asylum and those 
Without. But the policy has heen pretty much pushed through 
nonetheless. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs will continue ta provide 
reports on the countries that ‘export’ the most refugees, thus 
providing the Ministry of Justice with a stream of information to 


justify its asylum policy. 

All-in-all, it became a non-debate. Lats of words, but little 
content. and as for a debate on the causes of flight and the results 
of deportation...forget it! iy failing to develop any political 
vision, Dutch politicians have fallen victim to a tendency to develop 
wholly technocratic means of dealing with a serious problem. This also 
goes for the Dutch Fukuyama, Bolkestein. In an attempt to play the 
visionary, Bolk tried ta define a refugee- and minority-policy for the 
future. With the fact that in the year 2010 about 34% of the Dutch 
population will be composed of minorities in the back of his head. he 
argues that white Western goods are universal and must, by definition. 
be given over to immigrants. He embodies the Western fear of ie society 
with a large minority population. This large minority ili want 
political rights; it will make economic demands and try ta im te its 
own rules in our democracy. In other words. it will leave = mark on 
this society which will necessarily differ from the pee relief 
which Bolk would like to see in our Northern communities. 

But with his appeal to the universality of Western white 
and his adapt-or-leave mentality he is, above all., trying to CE 
light in which the ‘foreigner question’ should be viewed in fi 
It's a clever attempt. It's trying to take the sting out of the Aeħajn 
surrounding asylum-seekers by positing a logical argument of just how 
many refugees Holland can stand to accept and just how those admitted 
ta gur country should conduct themselves. 

Quotas of just how many foreigners can enter. combined with 
pressure to adapt ta white laws and morals - that’s the strategic 
concept of Bolkestein. And now Dales from the Hinistry of Internal 
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Affairs wants to take up this concept and organize a "broad social 

discussion” under the motto: "concerning you, without you" 


OCTOBER “9i 


In France, Giscard d'Estaing tries to reel in Le Pen s r 
nfluence, and he succeeds. By phasing in a "blood right" as 
" — sk = 

= 4 


constitutional right", France would be abl 
and refugees of all their rights. 


- 
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the numbers of foreigners 
al problems for individual 


has dramatic results 

jral qualms and shed their 

Germany s pressing social 
Shortages: higher taxes: 


soaring piden ag la) Since the Reunification: all of this is being 
caused by the arrival of so many asylum-seekers,. added to those 
refugees from the Three Continents already present. What better way to 
draw attention away from the CDU's failure to live up to its election 
promises! Promises which did not lead to the Reunification bringing 
about a paradise on Earth. but rather to the brutal reorganization of 
East Germany under the leadership of the Treuhand 

These same politicians who are themselves responsible for the 
pogroms against foreigners now turn around and blame the rising tide 
of hatred of foreigners on the Stalinist past of the East Germans. The 
fact that most of the racist attacks occur in West Germany is not 
mentioned 

It all can be traced back to the Stalinist past: it’s their 
common brown past that neither the East nor the West Germans have 
reconciled themselves with. The Stalinism in the DDR had the same 


FOOLS as fastisn. 

And now these politicians again are trying to play down the 
brown stain o £ a ri just see it as a bunch of 16-17 
year olds gett ng a little out of hand as they vent their 
frustrations. Just give them a little spanking and everything will be 
UK. Too bad not more parents do this, but then. maybe they re too busy 
trying to survive in the paradise-jungle, or maybe they don’t see it 
as a problem to begin with. 

These politicans who would like to present Germany as 4 
(proven) democracy are the same ones who in our country utilize raci 
and hatred of foreigners as political tools with the greatest of ease. 
The following quotation from the Suddeutacte Fer burns. 


(...) In the meantime, attacks on foreigners occur almost daily. 


Nevertheless, German politicans continiue to speak endlessly af 
“fraudulent asylum-seekers . Rather than curbing discussion, this Just 


heightens the debate and makes it more poisoning £...j' 


.certainly applies not only to German politicians. If you compare 

recent statements hy Wim Kok, Aad Kosta, Louis Toback, and Giscard 
staing. then the only thing that differs is they language they 
ak in: in all cases. the content is the san 
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On November 13 there's yet another meeting of European Justic 
mtinisters. The goal of this meeting is to further harmonize t 
Various European asylum policies. 


For some time HOV. Opinionated elements in the media have been 
asking the question. why is this cabinet, and Kosto in particular, 
eet so vehement in its campaign against foreigners and in its wishes 


š 
for a white, controllable Europe? 
From various sides it has even been suggested that the political 

¥ se 


establishment has gone a bit wild. Not that you see them zooming 
through the streets of the inner-cities, frothing at the mouth as they 
hunt down illegais - but you can see it in their eyes. The par cere. 
the look that ems ta tell the camera: "You all don’t Know what’ 
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t GE say this. But we are 
being drawn ; ey Wan sean ate us With 
r savings and their statistiċa ; they try ta convince us of their 
fannid world-view. 
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going on! You all don’t seem to understand, THEY BE COMING!" 
But their sense of reali 
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And just like true Politicans, they've made an art af their 
abnormality as they try to roh the population of reality. It almost 
leaves us breathless. We are Seeing an entirely new interpretation af 
the social-democratic credo: this whale lot are taking the "potential 
of the society" literally! Only this doesn’t mean protecting the weak 
ur creating possibilities for those people on the bottom: this has all 
been erased by the new Spirit. Not that all of this is that ney, but 
its abruptness and absoluteness should he grounds for shame. What kind 
of society is it that, without a thought. can deny someone his every 
right to exist? In which those people who have worked themselves ts 
death, s Eniv g stuc and get tre like dirt? 

The s a 


and on 
Welfare re 5 
it helps 
because it 


ma skema bit favor of the aggravated 
middle and higher incomes. But haven "t the lower incomes always been 
the ones to pay? After ali. who gave us our economic growth and 
productivity? Not the illegals. at best they can simply give (without 
rights) cheap labor: they are just used to k Production cos iow 
but this, as far as 


f : BED costs 
the State is concerned, doesn’t mean they deserve 
And you ll never see their labor figured into any offic 


THE NEW WORLD ORDER INSIDE THE PARLIAHENT 


The historians of the future will kill themselves in trying to 
figure out how the growth af Political xenophobia came about. 

But here and now there are Plenty of us trying hard ta figure out 
how and why the rabid anti-refugee attitude of our politicans has come 


about: were searching for a political rationa 


But the very idea of 
istence of a polit (ical rationale 


underscore the notion 
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the exis seem 

that there s some logic behind it. À logic ich can be reasonably 
struggled against that is. with arguments. on mething which should 
offer us hope at being able to influence the decision making proces 


Ë : cis 

it plays intself out inside the Parliament. That would he nice. But 
hysterical character of the refugee-phobia of the parliament and 
overnnent ñas surpassed the bounds af delib ‘ative democracy. The 
sion makers don't offer up their 'product' jie discussion. The 
fy the ‘product’. their aSyYlum-policies: the immigrant i: 

ge entity. outside of reality. It's the foreigner that eve 
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ran y ryon 
OWS and points to and says he’s good for nothing. The foreigner yho 
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Come to steal our food: to undermine our welfare sys | the £ 
huckster, pro CLive criminal, in short. a modern version of t 


ape ; a 
archetype of the Eternal Jew. It’s obvious that any open association 
Withthis aes is to be avoided: but it's just as obvious that that 
threat must be put forward as truly possible. 

That goes as follows costa hears from Tan den Broek {Dutch 
Minister of Foreign Affairs - ed.) that there s been a decision ta 
harmonize asylum policies on a European level. But how do you sell 
that? Some suggestions are made at a council of ministers, some mumble 
about controlling the "problenm", they read some reports from police 
Commissioners then they pick up the reports from the Ħinistrv of 
Foreign Affairs and conclude they had no reason to flee in the first 
Place! The tone is set: the Foject can begin. Kosto goes to his 
office and meets with Nawijn {director of the refugee division} 
Things are moving along: both men agree that they need to come up with 
a policy that can be easily made te look good. Kosto gives his staff 
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$ hem looks up in amazement: h 

and the reports, and he suddenly reali 
š f the ministerial Scie 

as in her resignation. She has 

ic establishment: don't cas 

policy maker, and certainl 


But now we've described the political mechanism, but we sti 
haven t dug up a political rationale. If this xenophobia. which h 
been elevated to a political style. were only limited to T 
Netherlands, then we wight simply wonder if the food they re eating 
the Binnenhof (the Dutch parliament - eñ. is OK, all the more 
Since they often use such dumb excuses themselves. 

But there s really only one logic we can find, and that is the 
coming of European unity and the political crisis in general ¿(bath 
ideologically and administratively}. If we look at it in this light, 
then we can see how these inexplicable happenings can come about. Such 
as their hard-headed defiance of all protests against welfare cut- 
backs. The caste of modern politicians could care less if corporatisn. 
$0 carefully constructed in the 50's, is tossed on the garbage heap. 
The politicians are on a collision course with the unions and other 
organizations for the simple reason that there exists the concept of a 
wodern state in a united Europe. When viewed in this light, it becomes 
clear why the European politicans dare to play with fire in their 
mobilization of right-wing extremist sentiments. Naturally it's better 
if foreigners are attacked (by groups of people only slightly higher 
than the foreigners themselves in the social hierarchy} that that 
riots should break out of neo-paupers demanding their share of the 
national welfare. 


Ch bl 


u E PE ED Ka 
ct eb 


IT 3 PATTIĦE 


The mother 
alffieniti to ur 
the world is 


which is 
d one third 


z 
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p. 3 led the New World Order a 
seting it with elation: the rest with 
trembling. The portrays an image of justice. Justice £ 
World. No country in the world will again seek to take what is n 
own. Expansive dictatorships will be punished. uman righ 
suddenly an issue when it comes to considering military interve 
The United Nations has obtained a self-proclaimed and dan 
policing power. 
No one should have any illusions about what sort of role the US 
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intends to play in this New World Order. The concept is as fallows 
Wealthy nations that are threatened foot the bill for the military 
operations. with Japan in the background as permanent financer 
Europe. in her role as the old continent, handled the diplomatic side 
of things: the US intervenes in ace E ith it st 


interests. The New World Order is L just the € 
present-day international political and economic relation: 
And that’s why two thirds of the world are 
interventions by the 
ather 
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30 the crux of the matter is this: international politics decides 
the rules and limits of national policy-making. 

AS long as the conditions which lead to people fleeing their 
p ries continue ü Efist- refugees will continue coming. 


t 
pe the welfare gap between North and South will become 
ger and bigger. 
The continuing economic decline in countries in the South over 
the last few years has been one of the major causes of the flight of 
ig and refugees. But there are difficulties if the person falls 
in the category of ‘economic refugee’. That this has been noticed at 
high levels can be seen from the signs that have bee ji 
Inside OESO circles there's being more thought put towards opposing 
migration. A good erample of this think- tank is the US. The accord 
which the U5 hopes ta je With various South American nations 
contains a number of asa which apply ta refugees. The U5 would he 
fequired to invest a por age of its income in South America. on the 
condition that these nations see to it that they use these investments 
to stop the flood of ee a leaving those countries. But it’s to be 
expected that these corrupt and half-feudal military regimes will not 
suddenly become online nra ` and seek ways to solve the ‘social 
question’. The money will be used for more border patrols and more 
control of refugees - repression, thus. 
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IN PROGRESS 


The problem: 
state Secretary Kosto: "Our borders need to be open so that we can 
i se our wealth. Don't think that you can close them to people who 
ü take a profit." 
he solution: 
tate Secretary KEosto: "Wherever I can. I shall st i 
efugees entering our country. by turning away illegals. and by 
unishing those who try and bend the restr | _ 
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The refugee question seems trapped in ideoleg 
shuffles between the policy j aie in line with the 
European unity, the reports from Foreign Affairs. and the eventual 
refusals of entry and deportat nae 

A policy with a signatu 
international conferences 
bureaucrats. Look at the ‘Zee 
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Liking Report. This commission (March 
give advice “about stopping the use of 
residing in The Netherla nis and about 
refugee cantrol. 
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The investi ed in proposals for an actively 
discouraging policy -Brrains and manners whereby illegals 
"support themselves i icludes excluding them from “practically 
all" welfare benefits. ‘Practically all’ because t can t be avoider 
that the illegals will make some use of the public sector." (page 13 
of the report; 

Refugees. thus. are degradated to non-existence. After the gloomy 
experience of leaving behind both hearth and home follows the 
systematic experience of humiliation. It doesn’t matter what your 
story is, the pre-programmed bureaucrats still shove a deportation 
order in ya ac 13 t pasi el ti = 
against 4 te 
Any attemp } 

Society is 
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dehumanizes them. that we wish to expose and stigmatize 

visited the mork-place Where the diligent —Jusi ie 

bureaucrats daily build up this policy bit by bit and $ 

visited one of those who is politically responsible far this. We 
Wanted him to momentarily experience huni iat on for himself. So ġa 
la u t home; we damaged hi oper a Av d his pric r. 
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The point is. that along with war, environmental disasters, and 
sek-specilic reasons, poverty must alse be considered grounds for 
flight. The solution does not lie in the deportation of refugees but 
in making fundamental c Ë i l See l 
Towards that end: 

— relugee policy must be taken out of the hands of the police 
customs officials, and the Justice Department: a ii 

— Ferugees must not be forcibly placed in camps. they must not be 
guarded. and we must scrap Article 18a which makes it jossible ta 
intern refugees: = paċi Pa 
i - refugees must be allowed free acces 
iinancial, judicial. social. educational, and medical res 


m 
= 
re 
tat 

ja 
ti 
FA 
im 
ot 
taħ 
ut 
fel 
>. 
wh 
bix) 
el 

m 
m 
ee 
jodi 
hal 
hej 
m 
jed 
uh 
KE 
Di 
= 
im 
E: 
= 
bri 
jon 

ki s 

Eu 
DI 

Fu 


BOUĦDARIES 


The political situation at this moment is scteaming for a clear 
answer. The increase in race-hatred in Western Europe is being shoved 
in the faces of migrants and refugees: there’s too many at 4 ' 
they don't want to integrate, 30 say the officials. ke 
l aq ne political policy-makers are sewing the seeds to make more 
tertile ground for them to utilize hatred of foreigners to harvest a 
passive approval of their general politics. The so-called coorectness 
of the right is directly proportional to the weakness of the left and 
politicans in the middle are using right-wing sentiments to ree 
things which would otherwise cause ; “We ¢ 
are very much aware of the weakness he 

is of the lack of a common politic: 
And while the left here i 
we realize as well that 
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an © longer apply. but the ques Ba 

se it was still true that nt developmen 
We uted in the liberation stru Continents, bu 
now see their position sever a fb Cuban 
= l oS : í the Cuban 
š 6. and Palestinians peoples Glated since the 


í ren t mourning the failure a from aboye the 
changing of society by decree: the he ase of changing 
hista tist by having a couple pf that history is 
over sut-total of certainties. ba 

e are definite certaintie ertainty that 
progre: for the West (ar rather, t ecline for the 
South d at present, the East}. A rs. But shat we 


can t do is immediatley attach a or marsi to this. 
The waves of '68 have certainly pa ire now flowing in 
reverse. The reaction is now in co hing which the left 
had made taboe for discussion is o iscussed. Suddenly. 
everyone thinks it’s reasonable ¢ efugees: you can 
call them profiteers and bums ed in the same 
category as Janmaat (head of a Dut ty - ed.}, Prins 
Bernhard or Joseph Luns. Ten yea ight of invading 
Suriname was just one of Frans reams but now it 
doesn' t seem like just a fantasy. 

I£ you translate history into the question, What has gone Wrong 


in Europe?. then the answer 
in the correctness of the 


successes. The masters of compromise, in the center of power, have 


3 
time and time again succeeded in taking social developments go their 
way. Sometimes with deception and cunning, like with the cruise- 
missiles and the broad social iscussion on nuclear energy. Sometimes 
with bloody violence as part of a complicate dpsychological strategy. 
like in Italy (the bombing in Bologna} and in West Germany in the fall 
of “7? (the Stammheim murders}. 

The belief in the certainty of (militant) left-wing correctnes: 


3 
has led to important political terrains being left to the forces af 
the middle and those only slightly to the left. Se. for example. a 
united Europe could be really significant for the left since many 
articifial borders and now being put in question. A united Europe of 
peoples would stand in direct contrast to a united Europe of multi- 
nationals. One of the most important weak-points of ‘the middle’ is 
the democratic legitimacy of the system which they represent. And no 
referendum or ‘social renewal’ can hide the fact that they are headed 
for big problems. Step by step. the forces of the middle will be 
pushed back. and for us, this is one such step. We want. along with 
all others involved. to turn around these politics, to ask questions 
that aren't being asked, and ta pull at the boundaries. 

Even we don't have ‘the’ answer. but what we da know is that we 
don't want to be part of a society wherein a large portion of the 
population is pushed aside and denied all rights. Neanwhile, the 
Silent majority are made complicit by their inactivity. 

The only solution lies in a common fight for a different future. 
That can and must be achieved in Hany Ways. 

With these actions, which we see 85 necessary counter-violence. 
we have sought to add our contribution in the direction of fundamental 
change. 


Revolutionary 
anti- 

Racist 

action 


After a Long Silence... 
An Interview with FARA 


Why the interview? 


We have been rather silent for quite seme time. But during 
that time, we have had a number of discussions about current 
political perspectives and the changing situation in the world 
and in The Netherlands. 


We were faced with the choice of communicating in our usual 
manner through cammuniques, or ta find anather format which would 
make it easier to get inte these matters. We chose this format 
because it gives us an opportunity to discuss contemporary 
situations. At the same time it gives us a chance to go into more 
depth oon issues which we find most important. The present 
Situation is wretched. The radical/revelutionary debate is 
dulled, fragmented, and without orientation. This is especially 
true in the countries in the northern hemisphere. We find it 
important to add a contribution te the discussion and tg open a 


dialeqgque with people wha have not yet lost their will te tiahħd 
despite the fact that the end of history and the end of idecleay 
have been proclaimed. 


Why have things been quiet for so long? 


There are several reasons for this, but the main one we'd 
like ta mention is the fact that we needed some time ta analyze 


what exactly has changed and to see what conclusions we should 
and shouldn't link ta our praxis. When we speak of changes we 
mean the acute deepening of the crisis on the left, the lack of 


direction of the left, and the changing perspective. 
In what sense has the perspective changed? 


The victory! of capitalism aver Gorlialigm seems sa 
averwhelming that many people in the North seem to have forgotten 
that capitalism itself is mow in a period of crisis. Because 
despite all the praise being showered on the social-market 
ul Clic, the cantradictians are growing in the northern 
hemisphere. The explosive situation of the Black population in 
the US is more than a false note in this panegyric.» Things which 


seemed almost at hand ten years ago are now mere topics of 
discussion. The content of leftist politics in particular has 
bereme totally watered down. In the seventies, the Left was 
atiti roancerned with changing the entirety af sozial 
relationships, beth nationally and internationally. Now the Left 
has retreated into "debating the big questions.” 

This is evident when cne looks at Groen Links [the Green 
Left party — ed. 1l in The Netherlands, and even when one looks at 
Die runen in Germany. Leftist politics has become a vague 


mixture of sosial individualization with a little dab of life- 
style politics on top. The Left no longer has any vision with 
regard to international relations. In the seventies and eighties, 
a big concern was supporting the countries in the southern 


hemisphere in their fight to get an equitable distribution of 
Welfare by means of the "new international economic arder”, and 
yet now everyone’s behind the "new world order" of Bush and Lee 
especially given the way things lined up during the Gulf War. And 
people whe are considered pretty well-thinking, such as Anet 
Bleich and Walf Biermann, became the ‘new experts’ of 
international politics, seemingly overnight. 

With the analytical capacity ta barely distinguish a mouse 
from an elephant, they have reduced the entire {history of) the 


Gulf War to ane question: for or against Israel? 

But the crisis of the leftist perspective can’t just be 
reduced to mistakes made by the Left. There are alsa external 
causes, Seemingly there exists a connection between increasing 
welfare and the extreme individualism of sa many people. Saving 
the world is 'out?, personal concerns are in’. Is there hunger 
in Africa? Well then, let's threw a benefit. Typhoon in 
Bangladesh? Where's my check~boaok... 

Welfare and individualism lead to life-style politics. 


You’re not a leftist because the world is unjust, rather you?re 
Liberal or progressive because you find it all a bit of a crag, 
poverty and hunger, and the plight of illegal aliens. The things 
you find depressing are fed te you through the media and are 
determined by an issue or an event which is still a little bit 
worse than the event from the week before, 


A world-view which consumes human suffering during a concert 
for the Kurds tor was it far Bangladesh?)...oah Well, nu matter, 
as long as my hair looked cool. Fost-modern society is structured 


through a denial of what is real. The truth can’t be found in the 
political market-place, because it’s not a marketable Product. 

It is this psycho-social structure which makes people so 
soft. Because of the lightning-fast developments of the past few 
years, the crisis on the Left has been at the same time sozial 
and individual. Everyone knows someone who feels that they have 
Fought, struggled, and sacrificed enough so that they can now end 
their political lives. And each successive political suicide eats 
away at your awn motivation ta keep on going. 


The simultaneous occurrence of both the individual and the 
ei let al identity crisis within the Left is making it very 
difficult ta catch sight of any possible solutions. Nevertheless 


we would like to stress that our motivation far going an is mot 
only fed by the fact that we are paralyzed by existential 
indignation, or more simply put, "there is mare, folke!?, 

To say something worthwhile about all this, it would be 
handy for us to take a look around us. Already a few years aga we 
made a change in our political praxis. Initially, cur struggle 
against racism and oppression was spearheaded by our attacks 
against apartheid policies. Gradually we began to focus on 
refugee politics in The Netherlands. From out of our history, 
this was a logical step. 

Firstly, this is so because we think that a space far 
fundamental changes in the West itself needs to be fought fer. 

Secondly, because refugee politics is directly related to 
open, latent, and institutionalized racism. The migration strain 
in the North is not a result af the so-called parasitic conduct 


af economic refugees, unlike what many ' people” would have us 
believe. We rejact that notion, because in the first place it is 
pure propaganda, It's primary purpose is ta play on the average 
Dutchman's fear of having his wallet emptied. Labour migration 
has taken place for centuries, and it would be wrong ta gay that 
Europe has been opposed to it and has mot needed it. 

The authorities simply wantAdictate which migrants can enter 
and which can’t. Europe for the Europeans. 

Refugees don't come here for the fun of it. They are fleeing 
poverty, war, (sexual) repression, and hunger. find each of these 
are political concerne which we want to work around. And 
coincidentally they represent what for us is an important 
element, namely, internationalism. 


Sa do you all see the possibility or the necessity of 
militant politics? In other words, is militant resistance still 
Legitimate? 


We see legitimacy in militant politics because militant 
politics is a means of politicizing certain issues which can’t ba 
immediately recognized cut of humanitarian concerns. 

Just like others, we have analyzed the coming European Unity 
as ai junction in developments, a junction which cansequently must 
be confronted. But where we saw and still see little perspective 
is to direct our praxis “Against the Europe of Capital" La slogan 
af the Dutch anti-Europe '3Z campaign — ed. J. Not because we are 
for this, but because we realize all too well that you can’t base 
a political praxis from political analyses alone. 

You can’t offer resistance ta abstractions. 

In other wards, such a praxis could be cgunter-produrtive 
because then you tend to see resistance where it does not exist. 
We believe that alongside an analysis of current developments 
there must alsa be an analysis of political relationships, and 
from out wf these two things you can choose your targets and 
formulate your praxis. 


But whe are you directing yourselves at then? Where da You 
see people who have an interest in bringing about radical 
changes? Whe da you hope ta mobilize with your actions? 


We don't have a simple answer to that question. We could be 
ask that question as easily as you. If you mean, do we see a 
political movement where ur actions have had or could have an 
effect, a movement which we could mobilize, then cur answer at 
this time would be a cautious "No", But that is closely connected 
to K subject which we have chosen. Unlike with the anti-apartheid 
struggle, refugees here don’t have any power ful political lobby 
or golidarity movement. And likewise unlike with the anti- 
apartheid struggle, refugee politics can't be simply reduced ta 
economic or political interest groups. The whole of refugee 
polities is couched in ideological terms. It vacillates between 
policy statements from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ¿which 
almost always state that nothing is wrong in dur country? and 
bureaucratic officials whose only measure of the current refugee 


situation is the listing of criteria in their computers. But 
quite a let is happening in this area and we think that this GC ani, 
in principle, grow out inte a powerful solidaritv movement with 
political influence. The basis for this is present. The people at 
present concerned how The Netherlands handles refugees don't, far 
the mast part, come from the know’ movements, such as the 
squatters’, anti-militarist, and anti-apartheid movements. Often 
it is people from church parishes, people who possess a genuine 
sense of concern and indignation. They also don’t seem as caught 
up in the Left’s identity crisis. 

Dur praxis isn’t primarily concerned with winning these 
people aver te a ravolutionary perspective. Our praxis is an 
attempt and a struggle ta regain some ideological ground. Fight 


Pu y sane very detailed societal measures (such ag the 
5 \ ‘ pp implementation ef the Schengen Agreement with it’s consequences 
A fur, among others, refugees) are being silently enacted without 
any discussions Gf any importance. Through cur praxis we hope ta 
bring a halt to the giving up of ideological standpoints. 


You all orient yourselves against the State. Do you see the 
State as 'all-powerful'7 Isn't it rather the case that the State, 
society, and politics are sa interwoven that it’s impossible ta 
attack the State alone? 


Yes, that’s the case if you analyze power sociologically. 
But we're not sa concerned with giving an explanation of this 
phenomenon and haw it has came about, We view that power af the 
State as a political circumstance. We don't see the State as a 
manalithic power-block, as people did in the seventies. Father we 
sem it as a centre of spheres of influences of political and 
economic interest groups which can at times be in conflict with s 
ane another. Just look at the conflict between kosto and tha 4 
Mulder Commission, Kosta doesn’t want any statement c he rights 
of yvefug@es. That would of course mean compliance with any 
European ruling and that could lead to a judicial strengthening 
of the position of refugees. Kasta wants a repressive refuges 
policy while Mulder has stuck with the more ‘polite’ orders given 
ta him by Lubbers. 

The canflict between the Council af State and the governing 
parties over the Schengen Agreement is another example. 

But we don't orient ourselves against the State because of 
its 'power', We orient curselves against it because it is the 
most important tool in the hands of the political-economic elite. 
And certainly where refugees policies are cancerned, the state is 
mur biggest opponent. 

Because the character of the State has changed, we are 
Presented with some new opportunities., Precisely because of the 
fact that most people's perception of the State has changed 
presents the politicians within the State with big problems. One 
af these problems is that traditional forms of authority 
tincluding the State) have been seriously eroded. The State has 
ta continuallv justify its directives and policies to the 
pepulatian. Truly, the State is in a permanent state of 
ideological crisis. That is the flip-side of welfare and 


individualism, authority has toa justify and prove itself 
continually. Consequently, they often find themselves in a bind, 
and they have ta try to claim that certain special-interest 
matters “such as European Unity) are in fact in the commen 
interest. 

That's why, if there is no reason to carry cut a repressive 
refugee policy, then they have to create one. And there lies the 
vulnerability of the modern State. Matters such as policy and 
politics have become susceptible te market mechanisms. And if the 
State is on the defensive ideologically, then there is more 
apase, 

But all of this dees net mean that there aren’t some 
drawbacks to cur focusing on the State. Although racism is such a 
camprehengive issue, we are merely able to take it on in one of 
ite forms. But for the time being, that's how things have te be, 


The last question, why haven't you all done anything about 
the Gulf War? 


There ig a difficult balance between rage and political 
yationality. We were hard at work and had gotten ta quite an 
advanced stage. But if you work as we de, then you can’t simply 
react spantanecusly. Qur manner of operations requires a lang 
period of preparation time, time which the developments of the 
Gulf War did mat give us. And what really settled things was the 
xompletelv absurd reaction af the Left ta this war. From the time 
the first Scuds landed on Israel, the Left in The Netherlands 
ceased thinking and became implicit in the ruling powers’ 
Gul famania and Arabaphoabia. 

That, and the fact that so little resistance to the Gulf War 
was forthcaming from the Left, decided for us how we would qc 
about things. It is just this sense of political rationality that 
forces you tc examine the possible effect of your limited 
methods. You don't gain anything with an attack if the attack 
anly inflicts material damage and has no political effect. And 
after the political demobilization of the Left with respect ta 
the Gulf War, we saw insufficient means of having any political 
effect. Undoubtedly we would have had an effect if we had carried 
mut aur plans, but the question was, wouldn't we instead have 
effected a negative polarization, given the fact that the whole 
conflict was reduced to the issue of for or against Israel, and 
we had na desire ta further this debate. Like we said earlier, 
Mr actions are designed ta influence the political agenda. And 
among the preconditions for this is a continuity of praxis, ta 


thematize about certain problems in a way which no one can 
ignore. That sounds like a separate goal, but it is the result of 
our analysis of contemporary political relations in The 
Netherlands. It is actually less defensive than it sounds, 
although there is a defensive side to it. We're concerned with 
keeping a finger on society's political pulse during this 
transition period from the Cold War to the New World Order and 
the formation qf the European poverblozk and the continual 


depaliticization of societal questions in The Netherlands. At the 
present time, as this system is aggressively developing itself 


throughout the world and is becoming accepted as purely rational 
here in the North, we see cur sort of militant resistance as 
dealing a blow to the ideological hegemony of the political and 
economic elite. And far the time being, that is our strategy. 


Revolutionary 
Anti 
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Action 


The Political Agenda 
A Reaction to RARA 


With this piece, we'd like to start a discussion about the ideas and actions of RARA 
within the framework of developing a revolutionary line in The Netherlands and in Europe 
as a whole. 

We think that the revolutionary left in Holland is in great need of such a discussion. 
On the one side, we are confronted with outright dismissals from the entire spectrum from 
Dr. van Leeuwen, through [some opinions expressed in] NN (a Dutch bi-weekly autonomist 
periodical - ed.), and to a number of established refugee organizations, and on the other side, 
the ideas which RARA bring forward (in the interview in Konfrontatie No. 1 and in the 
recent communique) are hardly critically examined and further developed. So the actions 
are left suspended in mid-air. Either people like them, or they don't like them, but in any 
case, nothing happens, except that the CRI and the BVD (Dutch intelligence agencies - ed.) 
continue to do their thing, and we're left with the ruling class shouting: "This shouldn't 
happen!" 

Well, we think it should! 

In this piece, we won't discuss the necessity of such attacks, but rather the political 
motivations which lead to such actions. 

We think it's important at this time to develop a political line on the basis of which 
structural racism (that is, those who benefit from and control the oppressive apparatus), 
and, through this, all oppression can be stopped. We see RARA's contributions as fitting 
into such a framework, and it is in this context that we have formulated our critique. 


Crisis 


"Even we don't have the answer," says RARA. Well, neither do we, but then that's 
impossible (right now). The answer can only be developed in a collective struggle, in fact, 
the answer is this common carrying out of the struggle. But this requires a correct 
estimation of the strengths and developments of both the other side and of ourselves. 

As for this point, we have some criticisms to make of RARA. 

In both the interview and in the latest communique, RARA talk about the crisis of 
the other side: 

"The State has to continually justify its measures and policies to the population. In 
fact, the State is in a permanent state of ideological crisis.” (from "After a Long Silence...") 

"On the most significant weak points of the 'the center’ is the democratic legitimacy 
of the system which they represent. And no referendum or 'social renewal' can hide the 
fact that they are big trouble." (from the recent communique) 

We don't think the other side is in a state of crisis. For years, the Vietnam- 
syndrome and the naked existence of 'real-existing socialism’ were guarantees against 
large-scale military interventions by the imperialist powers. But the US-invasion of 
Grenada was the first-step towards regaining military, political, and ideological hegemony. 
By the time the US had invaded Panama and kidnapped its president, Latin America in 
particular had become almost totally silent. And everyone focussed their attention on the 
collapse of ‘barbarism’, the fall of 'real-existing socialism’, especially the coup in 
Romania. With the removal of all buffers between the two power-blocks, that is, when the 
‘East Bloc' was subsumed into the capitalist world order, the way was made clear for the 
New World Order. Plans could be made for the Gulf War, which was carried out without a 
hitch. Many former Vietnam demonstrators stood on the sidelines and cheered on this 
‘clean’ war, in which 'luckily' just 150,000 Iraqis bit the dust. 


[As far as The Netherlands is concerned], one point over which the system's 
legitimacy could have been called into question was the threatened placement of cruise 
missiles [in the mid-'80's], and this example shows that it's just impossible to speak of a 
lessening of faith in the legitimacy of the system. Despite the fact that a majority of the 
population opposed the stationing of the missiles and took to the streets to demonstrate this 
fact, the decision to accept the missiles was made nonetheless. The result was definitely not 
that the system itself was called into question; at best, people compared the Cabinet to a bull 
in a china shop. But even this was quickly forgotten. 

Also at that time, a large part of the population had expectations of influencing the 
political decision-making process with regard to welfare and health-care reductions. Despite 
all the anger people felt, that fact that most actions were essentially defensive in nature 
showed that most people had already accepted the decisions as given. 

By speaking of a 'crisis', we are lead towards a political miscalculation, namely that 
militant politics at this point in time can influence the political agenda. Only from such a 
perspective can we comprehend RARA's disappointment (in their communique) at the lack 
of a debate. "Lots of words, little substance, and as for a fundamental debate about the real 
causes and consequences, there is none at all." Well, what did RARA expect? That the 
parliament would suddenly start discussing revolutionary leftist positions? 

Only a structured counter-power with a definite global political line and strategy can 
influence the political agenda. At what is significant about both RARA texts is that a 
discussion of just such a counter-power is not to be found. 

The estimations of the differences and contradictions within the ranks of the other 
side (which there certainly are) we find too optimistic. With such an important matter as 
asvlum-seckers at hand, the demands of the Fortress Europe cause the right-wing to 
consolidate its ranks. What do you mean debate? Fuck debate! It seems the other side has a 
definite political vision, namely that of Bolkestein: a certain number of (‘real’) refugees 
may enter to keep up our humanitarian image, but they have to adapt themselves to white, 
Western European values (which Bolkestein asserts are universal and eternal). So RARA's 
assertion that the other side lacks of political vision is simply not true, in our opinion, and 
this assertion represents an underestimation of our opponents. 


North-South 


We are not opposed to tactical choices, but we also think that, especially in a time 
when the revolutionary left is weak, that fundamental choices and strategic principles have 
to be stressed. Only within this framework can the chosen tactics have their desired effect. 

We'd like to now make some comments on RARA's demands for fundamental 
changes in the international economic order. "Take refugee politics out of the hands of the 
police, the customs department, and the Department of Justice." So that, of course, brings 
up the question: And give it to whom? To organizations like VVN (the Dutch Refugee 
Association - ed.) or Humanitas? Both of these groups are completely fenced in and act as 
objective extensions of structural racism and the Dutch State. (We don't mean to attack the 
individuals who work for these organizations; our criticism is aimed at these organizations’ 
political line and structure). In France, refugee policies aren't in the hands of the police or 
customs agents or the justice department, but in the hands of groups like VVN and 
Humanitas, and the same racist practices are to be seen. One of pillars of this structural 
racism, namely the distinction between economic (‘profiteering’) and political (‘real’) 
refugees, is left unchallenged by both of these organizations. We think that one of the 
primary demands of anti-racist groups must be to scrap this false distinction. 

Further, we think it's wise, from a tactical standpoint, to issue demands that aren't 
too difficult to understand within the existing order and which are offensive enough to 
force a discussion about the causes of racism and Eurocentrism, like demanding open 
borders for all, with consequently equal rights for all. 


In addition to the question of counter-power, we think that RARA don't stress the 
issue of North-South relations enough. 

By exploiting and destroying the way of life of the people of the Three Continents, 
the North causes a steady 'flood' of refugees from the South who are then stopped at our 
borders. Until the middle of the '70's, imperialism utilized lots of people as ‘temporary 
migrant workers’ to secure industrial profits and to carve out its portion of the world 
system. But lots of restrictions were put in place, like the WABW (the Law on Foreign Worker 
Labor - ed.) which coupled a woman's right to remain in the country on a man's ability to 
stay and work and which made family-uniting measures very restrictive. The WABW 
provided strict controls and allowed for increased exploitation of foreign workers. A limit 
was placed on each company; labor permits were issued to the boss, not the laborer 
himself; at each each request for work, a search was first done among available Dutchmen, 
then among other EEC citizens, and then finally among legally-residing foreigners, and so 
on. If unemployed for more than six months, a refugee was deported. And these same 
migrant workers, as soon as they were no longer needed, became labelled economic 
refugees. This is the North's structural racism. If this racism isn't clrealy pointed out, then 
there's a good chance that anti-racist actions will merely be seen as criticizing the State's 
present refugee policies, rather than attacking the problem's fundamental roots. 

In the last few years, an increasing number of refugees arriving in The Netherlands 
have come from countries which used to have 'real-existing socialism'.The West caused 
this stream of refugees by applying economic and military pressure - and even this was 
only possible after 500 years of colonialism and imperialism at the cost of the peoples of 
the Three Continents - to a system which could finally no longer bear the burden and finally 
collapsed. The West has since just concerned itself with opening up more free-markets and 
insuring that the nuclear weapons are in safe hands, but the interests of the local people are 
hardly ever considered. This new phase of development and variant of imperialism does 
not have the same form as the structured North-South racism which has developed over the 
last 500 years, since its main basis is a difference in production methods (centralized, 
ordered economies versus private property). 


Self-Undermining 


The exploitation of the South by the North is mentioned by RARA, but is buried in 
the interview. And in the communique, RARA says: "The continuing negative economic 
growth in the nations of the South over the last few years is one of the most important 
causes of the arrival of migrants and refugees." This is all they say about Eurocentrism! 

We think that, in addition to underestimating the other side, that one could also 
speak of, let's say, the 'self-undermining' of RARA. No longer are North-South relations 
spoken of as central parts of 500 years of colonialism and imperialist exploitation, no 
longer is RARA concerned with winning people over to a revolutionary perspective, no 
longer is RARA interested in building up a counter-power, no longer is RARA trying to 
build ideoligical hegemony, but rather they just fight for ideological space, no longer is 
RARA struggling for fundamental change, but merely for space for fundamental change. 
it's also interesting that the Green Left got criticised in the interview as a means of 
exposing the failing of social democracy, but it's still not clear who RARA are aiming this 
point at. How can you talk about the ‘crisis on the left' and at the same time 'not have the 
answer’? Can't at least some fundamental observations be brought forward? In our 
opinion, RARA don't focus enough on revolutionary standpoints, but instead are fixated 
on the ‘political agenda’, the 'center', and so on. 

We'd also like to say that we don't share RARA's opinion concerning actions 
which could potentially have been carried out during the Gulf War (see the interview). If 
these had led to the question "For or against Isreal?", then at least a break-point would have 


been reached, and a much-needed discussion could have begun. If this couldn't take place 
during the Gulf War, then when can it? 

And here again, the canonization of tactics at the expense of the strategic notion that 
the standpoints of the revolutionary left need to be introduced precisely at those times when 
they are relevant to current discussions and in a manner which then causes these 
discussions to be taken further. 

We'll leave it at that. 

For the sake of clarity: we are not opposed to the recent RARA attacks. Attacks on 
dehumanizing policies are necessary to expose that fact that oppression is not some 
unassailable machine, but has a name and an address, that it can be hit, and that resistance 
is possible. That fact that so little attention was paid to why Kosto was attacked doesn't 
change this. Nor does the fact that the supposed lack of concern in the communique for 
what in reality happened has caused RARA to be described by some as an irresponsible, 
life-endangering group. 

And despite all of our criticisms of their texts, we are glad that RARA took a stand 
concerning its praxis and political line. 

This is, at the same time, a self-criticism, but one we gladly accept. We see this 
piece of ours as a partial working-out of this criticism. 


- some anti-racist folks, a few of whom have high school diplomas 


THUNDER CLAP: A Critique of RARA's Recent Actions 


Something good can be said for the RARA bomb-throwers. Finally, 
another action. What an enormous bang, and what rumors! 

The strangest effect was that although the shock-waves were 
great, they passed away within the shortest time: the media was all 
over the issue for a day, and then it was over. The same was true in 
the bars. The thunder clap not only came out of a clear, blue sky, but 
it also landed in a desert. The bombs accentuated the fact that no one 
and nothing is moving anymore. The Netherlands has become a political 
desert, a few nomads here and there, but for the most part nothing but 
boring sand. This fact makes the material choice of RARA that much 
more sensational. Maybe they can't do much considering the landscape 
in which they have to work, but then again, maybe they should have 
taken this into consideration. 


The Means 


First some neutral observations. We can learn from the fact that 
if you set off two bombs and one is really spectacular (it nearly blew 
away a little cottage house in a small town, in Holland of all 
Places!), then naturally the other bomb will tend to get overlooked. 
The just as powerful bomb that exploded at the ministry was hardly 
made mention of. The only thing of interest was that it may have been 
placed at the wrong building. We're of this opinion; we mean the bomb 
at the Kostos' newly-renovated little house. August (Kosto's cat - 
ed.) stole the show, but RARA could do nothing about that. Leave it to 
Kosto and the press to find something like that to focus on. If not 
that, then they'd have come up with a displaced neighbor on crutches 
or something. If we may be so free as to summarize the remarks — one 
can hardly call them discussions — of the left-radical scene, then the 
overwhelming conclusion is that everyone thought the theme (asylum- 
policies) and the target (the responsible state secretary) were fine — 
"sure, why not?" — but that the chosen means were questionable. We 
pretty much agree with this, but then, we also wonder what other goals 
might have been better within the same sphere. The bomb temporarily 


over-shot its goal. The blast was so immense that the media — who 
Still, to a great degree, dictate discussions — focussed only on the 
spectacle. Would the house have to be torn down? Funny, Kosto said, 
just as he and his wife were getting a drink in town, he heard a 
distant boom... Very little mention was made in the press about the 
communique, and all they could do was fill a few lines about the state 
secretary's ("humane") asylum policies, and they easily found 
spokesmen to stand up and defend Kosto's record. So the media pick up 
on things and follow through, and you should know this, and vou can 


influence this. Before you decide ona blast, realize that arguments 
will hardly be weighed. So there's much to be said for the theory that 
a less spectacular action might have had more effect, and so the 
question arises: why is this so? If you decided to single out this man 
to address this theme, then why rot, um, well,. ¿burn his car? Gr a 
hit-and-run action, where you burst into his house and smash all the 
windows? Or a less powerful bomb, one which just fucked up some 
windows and messed up his kitchen? Surely these options must have been 
considered, and yet the communique makes no mention as to why this 
third most severe form of action (behind kidnapping and murder) was 
legitimate. Then you wouldn't have had everyone making such a fuss 
about his cat, and more people would have thought about the issue, 
provided, of course, that you carried out the action well and that 
less attention was placed on the attack itself. What we're talking 
about here is what exactly the practical meaning of the action was. 


The press statement only mentioned something about wanting to force 
Koste out of his home, along with some little generalities like "we 
want, along with everyone involved, to turn this politics around by 
asking questions which aren't being asked, and by pulling at the 
boundaries." But the question of why this particular method remains 
unanswered. One might even ask if it wouldn't have been even more 
effective to throw a big cream pie in the man's face during a press 
conference with lots of cameras present. You would have gotten lots of 
publicity and no one would have felt sorry for him, and you could have 
launched a discussion in which even more moderate elements might have 
felt comfortable in offering harsh criticisms of the man, instead of 
all the pathetic crap you hear now from the Green Left, refugee 
organizations, and the like. Above all, you might even have set the 
stage for more direct action, whereas now the vanguard has already 
given the definitive answer. 


The Strategy 


So here's the strategy behind this tactic: 

Considering that we find ourselve ina political desert at the 
moment, initiatives are necessary, both considering general apathy and 
the specific problems we're facing (refugee policies, racism, European 


unity). The bomb attacks were just such an initiative, but the 
question remains — and it must be asked — if they will have a positive 
effect. If they get a movement going (on the streets, on paper, in 
people's minds), or if they get a fruitful discussion going, then 


we're all for it. But if they're just kicking a dead horse, if the 
actions scare people off and discussions dwindle down to nothing, then 
they were a mistake. It's that simple, and everyone can make such a 
‘cost-benefit analysis', and since such an attack has ramifications 
for the entire left, everyone should talk about such things. Don't be 
put off by people saying, "Well, no one else is doing anything, so 
shut up." Publishing a bi-weekly action-paper is one example of a 
necessary initiative given desert-like surroundings. 


Apart from all of this, we want to know why this theme should all 
of a sudden be central. RARA also makes little mention of this in 
their communique. Sure, they say how bad everything which Kosto says 
is; but they don't say what makes it all so bad that they had to go 
pull out some bombs from their closet (rather than for poisoned ground 


water, or the exploitation of women, or the murder of the Kurds, oF 
gentrification, or muzak in supermarkets). Surely our comrades think 
about these issues as well. We assume they were motivated by a 


genuine, deep-seated concern for the rising tide of racism and 
murderous asylum-policies. But we're also worried that maybe they're 
using the refugees as 'babv seals', because they can be used to show 
that those in power are at fault, since this can no longer be done 
through ideologv. Refugees are coming here, of course, because the 
wars which imperialism sews the seeds for drive them here, even if 
(pardon us) we can no longer put it in those terms. The relationship 
between activists and thematics is already problematic, becuase the 
action can change the situation of the refugees. It can improve 


conditions, or it can worsen them. RARA has chosen to polarize the 
issue, and there is something to be said for this approach, but there 
are also arguments against it. There's no guarantee that such an 


isolated occurrance might not result ina racist backlash, of which 
refugees and people of color will feel the harsh effects. On the other 
hand, no one is served by silence either, except for those in control. 


The Communique 


Now it's time to go over the communique. First of all, who cares 
if it's long? The first impression that one gets is that it reads very 
well. You can count on one hand the number of sentences which leave 
the average reader scratching his head. Furthermore, lots of things 
are brought up which are worth thinking about. And with a closer 
reading, it really gnaws at you. 

The BVD and the HP (Dutch intelligence agencies — ed.) outdid 
themselves in complementing how intelligent the statement was. The 
first part entitled 'Ghronologv' consists of both foreign and domestic 
examples of racism becoming more and more entrecnhed in both society 
and government. Although the examples are chosen pretty much at 
random, you still get a good picture of Holland's asvlum-policies. 
Then thev look for a rationale behind this policv, and this is reallv 
sensational. They actually start psycholanalyzing. RARA thinks that 
the present pogrom against foreigners is to be explained by a real 
existing state of paranoia/angst in the minds of those in positions of 
power. The manner of Kosto ("and his cohorts") stems from a deluded 
vision of a world with lots of 'foreigners' in Holland/Western Europe. 
Only they won't come out and say this. So RARA has taken a step to 
reveal this world conspiracy theory, something easy to get the 
radical-left onto. The politics are no longer divided between the 
public theatre and the hidden, actual power. No, the blame is 
definitively placed with the government and the members of parliament 
and the only plot is that they won't tell us the whole story, or — and 
what could be more democratic? - they aren't putting forward any real 
policy at all. Although this analysis is somewhat more bland than the 
'anti-imperialist' line we'd grown so used to (in which evervthing is 
inter-connected, although we admit that even in the past, RARA's 
statements had little in common with ‘guerrilla communiques' from 
other countries), nevertheless their words have grown a lot more 
tpl fy. see They are philosophizing rather than explaining, and we 
found ourselves wishing for something we'd never thought we'd ever ask 
for: give us a little more old-fashioned anti-imperialism, please! It 
would make things clearer! Right now the thing's like a puzzle, which 
cause goes with which effect, and so on. ... The fact that the refugee 
Situation is the result of the North's exploitative policies in the 
Third World was something that got buried in the communique. What RARA 
do say is that race-hatred is taking on such alarming forms in Europe 
that something has to be done, but this is no more than a half-hearted 
justification for planting a bomb. 

The statement's conclusion was also disappointing. Here, the 
philosophizing gets right out of hand, and there's nothing left to 
grasp hold of. But now we see what they're getting at, for this isn't 
ideology, and it's not real philosophy either, no, for now we're 
walking on moral ground! The index finger points in a friendly yet 
serious manner, not only at the outside world, but also at our own 
individual consciences. The far-left has always had a bit of this, but 
now that's all that remains. Maybe that's the spirit of the age, 
people all of a sudden start moralizing about everything, we liberate 
animals, half the city stops at a red light on their bicycles — but is 
this really progress? 

"Even we don't have 'the' answer..." they write. No, we'd already 
begun to see that. "That's why we throw a bomb once a year,” they 
might have written next. It's interesting that they remark on the fact 
that we've "too long held faith in the correctness of the iert, but 
if you stop to consider who has really had a fundamental faith in the 
infallibility of the left all these years...yep, it's groups like RARA 
that have thought that way! What's more, nowhere in the communique 
does RARA suggest what we ought to do next. There's no strategy, not 


for the left. mor for the world in general; In this sense, the 
statement is like all past ones, boring. One could almost believe what 
some guy said on the TV, that RARA must have accidently found a really 
large bomb and wanted to use it. Or maybe they thought that they'd 
written such a nice piece of prose that they needed an impressive 
action to force everyone to read it. 

No, just as with big and small decisions, there was probably a 
whole load of thoughts and emotions which went into the action. 


Because the statement is so out of the ordinary for RARA, and 
because they had stated in their interview in Konfrontatie that they 
weren't going to throw any bombs (did they really say this? - ed.), 
some have speculated that maybe some other group did this action and 


used RARA's name. Some have even suggested provocateurs, or a BVD- 
action (or maybe even the Christian Democrats, who come off unscathed 
in the communique). Bullshit, we say. If this were true, then the old 


RARA could have distanced themselves from the action. But if we assume 
it was a leftist action, then it doesn't matter who did it, so sure as 
hell don't talk about it in the bars or in your livingroom, because 
the BVD (Dutch FBI = ed.) would like that very much. 

The doubts do reveal a definite sore spot, though. This sort of 


illegal, clandestine action is naturally uncontrollable and 
authoritarian. In almost all countries there have been examples of 
infiltration and provocations, and always with regrettable 
consequences. The extra-left has a bad memory when it comes to this, 


never wanting to remember its fuck-ups. We're not saying any of this 
applies to the RARA action, but all of this has to be considered ina 
discussion about the choice of tactics. 


Bombs are, to moralize for just a moment, by definition as little 
revolutionary in and of themselves as are balaclavas. It's easy to run 
around and use them. We just want to end by saying that RARA seem to 
be forgetting that you need to be active with lots of people. Mass- 
militance: the sure thing. 


The Charlie Pan Writing Collective 


(Charlie was Peter's spoiled little brother. Unlike Peter, he didn't 
get to be a Walt Disney character, rather he defected to the Viet Cong 
and was subsequently ignored in the press. But eventually he was taken 
back on board, as a boat-refugee, after the battle with the pirate 
Captain Hook. He also refused to become an adult.) 


